
 

 

 
 

 

 
Steering Group meeting (SG5) via teleconference 
 
 
Date/Time 

 
Tuesday 22nd September 2014, 15:00 – 16:00 
 

 
Location 

 
Royal College of Anaesthetists 
Churchill House 
35 Red Lion Square 
London  
WC1R 4SG 
 

 
Attendees 
 
 
 
 

 
CHAIR: Leanne Metcalf (James Lind Alliance)LM 
 
Olly Boney      (National Institute of Academic Anaesthesia & RCoA) OB 
Sharon Drake (National Institute of Academic Anaesthesia & RCoA)SD 
Jacqui Gath  (Independent Cancer Patient Voices)JG 
Madeline Humphrey (RCoA, takes over as the PSP Administrator in Sept 2014) MH 
Tony Ingold (Oesophageal Patients Association)TI 
Tom Pinkney (Royal College of Surgeons)TP 
 

 
Apologies 

 
Ann Conquest (Association for Perioperative Practice)AC 
Marion Cumbers (Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital Patient Liaison Group)MC 
Mike Grocott       (National Institute of Academic Anaesthesia & RCoA) MGr 
Emma Harris      (Kangaroo Club)  EH 
Simon Howell      (NIAA Research Prioritisation Exercise legacy) SH 
Mike Nathanson (Association of Anaesthetists of Great Britain and Ireland)MN 
 

 
Minutes 
 

 
Natalie Bell (RCoA, PSP Administrator) NB 
 

  
 

The Anaesthesia and Perioperative Care 
Priority Setting Partnership 
 



 

Aims and objectives for the meeting 

 

 To provide a current update re: survey responses and likely eventual total numbers 

 To decide whether any further efforts re: publicising/disseminating the survey are required in 
its final week before closing 

 To update the SG on provisional plans for a subgroup to categorise the data after the survey 
closes 

 To achieve a consensus about who participates in the above subgroup and the process for 
categorising data 

 To update the SG on plans for the subsequent literature review (to screen out those questions 
that are already known or under investigation, plus identify other unanswered questions not 
arising from survey responses) 

 To discuss whether to seek additional input from subspecialist anaesthetic societies and/or 
other partners 

 

Minutes 
 

 Agenda Item Action 

1  
Welcome and introductions 
 
LM opened the meeting and thanked everyone for attending. Apologies 
were received from AC, MC, MG, EH, SH and MN. 
 
LM reported that all of the actions from the last minutes were either 
complete or in hand. 

 

 

2 Survey update - numbers in and breakdown of key demographics 

 Total number of responses to date: 534 

 Clinician to patient ratio: 67%/46% 

 Total number of research questions submitted: 1225 

 Still low numbers of respondents from nurses, ODPs, PA(A)s and 
surgeons. TP and TI agreed to try one final push with their 
surgical colleagues to encourage them to participate.  

 OB reported that he had circulated posters and tweets to the 
AfPP linkmen in each hospital to try and promote the survey to a 
wider group of clinical professionals. 

 OB also sent out an updated tweet to all the PSP partners to 
publish. 

 OB contacted the Royal College of GP’s to try and engage more 
General Practitioners in the survey. NB and OB had also 
promoted the survey to their GP friends and colleagues. 

 OB had followed up with Age UK and the Patient’s Association 
who have advertised the PSP on their websites, in their 
newsletters and they have agreed to publish tweets. 

 OB reported that he had investigated advertising in the Royal 
College of Nursing’s newsletter but a small advert cost £2000, for 
no guaranteed return, so NB, LM and OB decided not to pursue 
this.  

 MH and NB confirmed that an email was sent out to the Health 
Services Research Centre Quality and Audit Research 

 

 

 

 

 

TP/TI 



 

Coordinator network asking them to help disseminate the survey 
too. 

 ON confirmed that he has kept a record of the organisations the 
survey has been disseminated to in the PSP Comms Plan. 

 LM stated that she thought it was a good mix and number of 
responses to date 

 

3 Data Classification Meeting – Friday 15th August 

 The structure of the group who will conduct the initial data 
classification will be 2 clinicians, 2 lay representatives, the JLA 
Advisor and the PSPs Coordinator (OB). The members of the SG 
that have kindly volunteered for this process are: Mike 
Nathanson, Simon Howell, Marion Cumbers and Jacqui Gath. 

 The aim is to have a diverse representation of the interests of the 
SG and to ensure that the classification is determined by group 
consensus. 

 JG thought it would be useful for the classification group to see 
some of the initial data from the survey to get a feel for the types 
of questions they would be dealing with prior to the meeting. OB 
agreed to circulate an extract of the survey data to the 
classification group prior to the 15th August. 

 A one day meeting is planned for the data classification. The 
meeting will be held at the Royal College of Anaesthetists. 

 OB plans to compile two draft frameworks to try to help categorise 
the data. One framework will be based on the patient pathway 
(from the initial decision to have surgery right through to being 
discharged from hospital for further recovery at home), the other 
into a specialty area (e.g. obstetrics, cardiac anaesthesia etc.) 
The idea is to superimpose both frameworks on top of one 
another. The SG thought that this was a good idea. 

 The miscellaneous data that don’t fit neatly into either framework 
can then be discussed by the Group at the end of the meeting.  

 OB is concerned that the Group will not finish the data 
classification in one day. If that happens, an additional meeting 
will need to be held or the remaining data could be classified via 
email/Dropbox. 

 OB awaiting confirmation from MC then the date for the meeting 
can be confirmed. 

 TIkindly agreed to be on standby for this meeting should there be 
any last minute cancellations. 

 OB will email the whole SG regarding the data classification plans 
to ask for written confirmation that they agree with the proposed 
format of the meeting. 
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OB/ALL 

4 Update regarding plans for the systematic review of the literature of 
existing research 

 The aim is to take all of the questions from the data classification 
meeting and run them through a database search in the medical 
literature, to see if they really are unanswered questions or are in 

 

 

 

 



 

the process of being answered in current research. 

 OB would also like to cross reference the questions from the 
classification exercise with UK DUETs to add anything that isn’t in 
the Anaesthesia section of the DUETs database. 

 In the previous NIAA Priority Setting Exercise OB reported that 
they contacted the specialist societies to submit what they 
thoughtwere their most important unanswered research 
questions. OB proposes doing the same for this PSP to ensure 
that nothing is missed. The SG thought that this was a good idea. 

 LM recommended reading the JLA Guidebook for advice on this 
process: http://www.jlaguidebook.org/ 

 OB to email the entire SG regarding whether they agree with 
approaching the PSP partners to nominate their top research 
priorities. 

 Once approval is obtained, OB will liaise with LM to draft an email 
to be sent out to the PSP Partners to offer them an additional 
opportunity to submit their sub-specialty specific(top 3-5) 
unanswered research questions. 
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OB/LM 

5 AOB 

LM advised the SG to start thinking about the plans for the prioritisation 
process. 

 How is the SG going to deal with duplicates? 

 How are we going to filter down the list of questions after the data 
classification meeting? No more than 50 should be sent out for 
prioritisation. 

 Do we only want to take things through to the prioritisation 
process that have been raised by both patients and clinicians? 

 The SG needs to start thinking about what it wants to base the 
prioritisation on 

 Deciding what is omitted at this stage is just as important as 
deciding what is going to be included. 

 OB agreed to contact Hannah from the Intensive Care PSP for 
advice on this process.  

 LM agreed to explore different ways other PSPs have prioritised 
their data and feed back to the Group. 
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Date of the next meeting: Friday 12th September 14:00 – 15:30(Teleconference) 

http://www.jlaguidebook.org/

